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1
MEDICAL EXAMINATION GOWN

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates generally to medical examination
gowns and more specifically to medical examination gowns
which are adapted to be reconfigurable.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Heretofore, medical gowns have been designed to allow
access to the body of a patient undergoing an examination or
medical procedure. These gowns are oftentimes designed to
have releasable panels or openings to allow medical person-
nel access to an underlying body part. While these types of
examination gowns allow limited access, they do not provide
access to a large area of the patient’s body while allowing the
patient to remain substantially covered. This problem may
result in undue exposure of the patient and the loss of body
heat during the examination or medical procedure, thereby
causing the patient embarrassment as well as discomfort and
the possibilities of a hypothermic reaction. Accordingly, it is
seen that a need remains for a medical examination gown that
provides access to a patient’s body yet maintains a high level
of' body coverage. It is to the provision of such therefore that
the present invention is primarily directed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In a preferred form of the invention a medical examination
gown comprises a front side having a top portion and a bottom
portion separate from the top portion, a back side having a top
portion and a bottom portion separate from the top portion.
Theback side top portion is divided to form a top portion right
portion and a top portion left portion. The back side bottom
portion is divided to form a bottom portion right portion and
a bottom portion left portion. The medical examination gown
also has a fastener releasably joining the top portion right
portion to the top portion left portion and a front seam releas-
ably joining at least a portion of the front side top portionto a
portion of the front side bottom portion. The medical exami-
nation gown also has a back seam releasably joining the back
side top portion right portion to the back side bottom portion
right portion and releasably joining the back side top portion
left portion to the back side bottom portion left portion. The
back seam co-extends from either side of the front seam. The
back seam includes at least two high strength loop type fas-
teners spaced apart from each other and a low strength loop
type fastener positioned between the two high strength loop
type fasteners. The back seam also includes hook type fas-
teners configured to releasable mate with the high strength
loop type fasteners and the low strength loop type fastener.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG.11s aperspective, front view of a medical examination
gown embodying principles of the invention in a preferred
form.

FIG. 2 is a perspective, rear view of the medical examina-
tion gown of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a side view of a patient wearing the medical
examination gown of FIG. 1 in a partially open configuration.

FIG. 4 is a side view of a patient wearing the medical
examination gown of FIG. 1 in another partially open con-
figuration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

With reference next to the drawings, there is shown a
medical examination gown 10 in a preferred form of the
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invention. The gown 10 has a front side or portion 11 joined
to a back side or portion 12 which in combination forms a
body covering 13 which covers at least the torso of a patient.
The back side 12 is longitudinally divided into a right side 14
and a left side 15, each of which includes ties 16, or other
types of conventional fasteners such as snaps, button, releas-
able adhesive, hook and loop type fasteners, which when tied
together secure or seam the two sides (14 and 15) together.

The gown back side 12 is made of a lofted billow spunbond
thermoplastic (for example, a polypropylene) non-woven
material which includes extremely small fibers or fiber loops
within the material. If the garment back side 12 is made of a
multilayer material, the interior surface 20, or at least a por-
tion of it, is preferably made of a lofted billow spunbond
thermoplastic non-woven material.

The back side 12 has a laterally extending back seam 21
positioned below the sleeves which divides the back side
between a back side top portion 22 and a back side bottom
portion 23. The back seam 21 includes a back seam top side or
portion 24 and a back seam bottom side or portion 25 which
are releasably joined together. The back seam top side 24,
associated with the gown back side top portion 22, includes a
pair of outer high strength loop type fasteners 31 (high bond-
ing strength) spaced apart from each other at opposite ends of
the back seam top side 24. The space or spacing 33 between
the high strength loop type fasteners 31 allows the exposure of
the interior surface of the gown back seam top side 24 ther-
ebetween. The spacing 33 or exposure of the small loops of
the back side interior surface 20 at spacing 33 may be con-
sidered an area of low strength loop type fasteners (low bond-
ing strength) because of the material composition of small
loops or threads therein. The back seam bottom side 25,
associated with the gown back side bottom portion 23,
includes an elongated strip of very small hook type fasteners
36 along substantially the entire length of the back seam
bottom side 25. The mating of the high strength loop type
fasteners 31 with the hook type fasteners 36 provides a high
degree of separation resistance compared to that between the
low strength loop type fasteners and the hook type fasteners
36.

The gown front side 11 is preferably made of a heat reflec-
tive, metalized material, such as that sold by Encompass
Group, LLC of McDonough, Ga. under the tradename
THERMOFLECT. The metalized material has an interior
facing layer or surface 39 which is a lofted billow spunbond
thermoplastic non-woven material having extremely small
fibers or fiber loops within the material.

The front side 11 has laterally extending front seam 41
positioned below the sleeves which divides the front side
between a front side top portion 42 and a front side bottom
portion 43. The front seam 41 includes a front seam top side
or portion 44 and a front seam bottom side or portion 45
which are releasably joined together and extend from the back
side corresponding portions 24 and 25, i.e., front and back
seams 41 and 21 form a single seam which co-extends cir-
cumferentially about the gown. The front seam top side 44,
associated with the gown front side top portion 42, includes a
pair of outer high strength loop type fasteners 51 (high bond-
ing strength) spaced apart from each other at opposite ends of
the front seam top side 44. The space or spacing 53 between
the high strength loop type fasteners 51 allows the exposure of
the interior surface 39 of the gown front seam top side 44
therebetween. The spacing 53 or exposure of the small loops
of the front side interior surface 39 at space 53 may be con-
sidered an area of low strength loop type fasteners (low bond-
ing strength) because of the material composition of small
loops or threads therein. The front seam bottom side 45,
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associated with the gown front side bottom portion 43,
includes an elongated strip of very small hook type fasteners
56 along substantially the entire length of the front seam top
side 44. The mating of the high strength loop type fasteners 51
with the hook type fasteners 56 provides a high degree of
separation resistance compared to that between the low
strength loop type fasteners and the hook type fasteners 56.

The mating of' the high strength loop type fasteners 51 with
the hook type fasteners 56 provides a high degree of separa-
tion resistance compared to that between the low strength
loop type fasteners and the hook type fasteners 56. As an
alternative, the gown may incorporate a single high strength
loop type fastener near the juncture of the front and back sides
rather than having a high strength loop type fastener associ-
ated with both the front and back seams.

In use, a patient dons the gown 10 in a customary manner.
The patient may then walk about, sit or lay down with the
examination gown covering the patient for both modesty and
warmth.

Should an examination or medical procedure be conducted
upon the patient, the back seam 21 may be disjoined, as
shown in FIG. 3, to allow access to the lower body portion of
the patient. However, even with the back seam 21 disjoined
the gown still covers the patient to maintain modesty and
warmth. Here, the gown (lower portion) still acts as a cover-
ing, generally in the form similar to a blanket which allows
access to the body by simply lifting the (lower portion).

Should the examination or medical procedure require the
exposure of more of the patient’s anterior region, the separa-
tion of the back seam 21 continues to the separation of the
front seam 41, as shown in FIG. 4. Here again, the gown still
covers the vast majority of the patient to maintain modesty
and warmth.

Once the examination or medical procedure has concluded,
the seam or seams may be rejoined through the coupling of
the fasteners.

The ends of the back seam 21 being fitted with the high
strength fasteners allows the seam to remain securely fas-
tened as the patient moves about. However, once the high
strength fasteners are manually released the remaining por-
tion of the seam coupled with the low strength fasteners may
be more easily separated to enable ease of separation without
substantial effort or pulling upon the gown in order to do so.

As used herein, the term low strength loop type fastener or
the like is intended to define that which can easily be unfas-
tened from the hook type fasteners or provides a weak bond
therebetween, so that the coupling may be manually unfas-
tened. The term high strength loop type fasteners or the like is
intended to define a more stable joining of the portions in
order to secure them together to prevent the unwanted sepa-
ration therebetween should the patient turn, walk, sit-up, or
otherwise move in a normal fashion.

It should be understood that the term strip used herein may
include a continuous strip of material as well as a series of
segments, which may or may not include small spaces
between adjacent segments.

It should be understood that the relative positions of the
loop and hook type fasteners can be reversed. Also, rather
than having the gown material itself provide the low strength
loop type fasteners, an additional strip or length of low
strength loop type fasteners may be coupled to the gown
opposite the hook type fasteners 23. This alternative would
allow the gown to be made of material other than that of the
preferred embodiment which includes loops or threads which
mater with the fastener hooks.

It should be understood that by making the gown with the
front side made of a metalized fabric material the body heat
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generated by the patient is reflected back to the patient to keep
a steady body temperature. Furthermore, by making the gown
with the back side made of a non-metalized fabric material the
back of the patient does not become overheated as the patient
lies of his or her back for an extended period of time.

It thus is seen that a medical examination gown is now
provided that provides greater access to the patient’s body
while remaining coverage over the body. Although the medi-
cal examination gown has been illustrated and described in its
preferred form, it should be understood that many modifica-
tions, additions and deletions may be made to that specific
form without departure from the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion as set forth in the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A medical gown comprising:

a front side having a top portion and a bottom portion
releasably coupled to said top portion;

a back side having a top portion and a bottom portion
completely releasably coupled to said top portion, said
back side top portion being separately divided to form a
top portion right portion and a top portion left portion,
said back side bottom portion being divided to form a
bottom portion right portion and a bottom portion left
portion;

a fastener releasably joining said top portion right portion
of said back side to said top portion left portion of said
back side;

a front seam releasably joining at least a portion of said
front side top portion to a portion of said front side
bottom portion, and

a back seam releasably joining said back side top portion
right portion to said back side bottom portion right por-
tion and releasably joining said back side top portion left
portion to said back side bottom portion left portion, said
back seam co-extending from either side of said front
seam, said back seam includes at least two first strength
loop type fasteners spaced apart from each other and a
second strength loop type fastener positioned between
said two first strength loop type fasteners, said back
seam also includes hook type fasteners configured to
releasable mate with said first strength loop type fasten-
ers and said second strength loop type fastener, said first
strength loop type fasteners having a holding strength
greater than said second strength loop type fasteners.

2. The medical gown of claim 1 wherein at least a portion
of said front side is made of a metalized fabric material.

3. The medical gown of claim 2 wherein said back side is
made of a non-metalized fabric material.

4. The medical gown of claim 1 wherein said second
strength loop type fasteners are formed by the material from
which said back side is made.

5. A medical gown comprising a body covering configured
to cover the torso of a patient, said covering having a longi-
tudinally extending seam and a laterally extending circum-
ferential seam dividing the gown into a top portion and a
bottom portion releasably coupled to said top portion along
said circumferential seam, said circumferential seam having
at least two first strength loop type fasteners each mounted to
one end of said circumferential seam and at least one area of
second strength loop type fasteners positioned generally
between said two first strength loop type fasteners, said cir-
cumferential seam also including a strip of hook type fasten-
ers adapted to mate with said first strength loop type fasteners
and said second strength loop type fasteners, said first
strength loop type fasteners having a holding strength greater
than said second strength loop type fasteners.
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6. The medical gown of claim 5 wherein said body cover-
ing has a front side configured to cover the anterior region of
a patient and wherein at least a portion of said front side is
made of a metalized fabric material.

7. The medical gown of claim 2 wherein said body cover-
ing has a back side configured to cover the posterior region of
a patient and wherein said back side is made of a non-metal-
ized fabric material.

8. The medical gown of claim 1 wherein said second
strength loop type fasteners are formed by at least a portion of
the material from which said body covering is made.

9. A medical gown comprising:

a front side having a top portion and a bottom portion
separate from said top portion, at least a portion of said
front side being made of a metalized fabric material;

a back side having a top portion and a bottom portion
completely separable from said top portion, said back
side being made of a non-metalized fabric material, said
back side top portion being divided to form a top portion
right portion and a top portion left portion separable
from said top portion right portion, said back side bot-
tom portion being divided to form a bottom portion right
portion and a bottom portion left portion;

6

a fastener releasably joining said back side top portion right
portion to said back side top portion left portion;

a front seam releasably joining at least a portion of said
front side top portion to a portion of said front side
bottom portion, and

a back seam releasably joining said back side top portion
right portion to said back side bottom portion right por-
tion and releasably joining said back side top portion left
portion to said back side bottom portion left portion, said
back seam co-extending from either side of said front
seam.

10. The medical gown of claim 9 wherein said back seam
includes at least two first strength loop type fasteners spaced
apart from each other and a second strength loop type fastener
positioned between said two first strength loop type fasteners,
said back seam also includes hook type fasteners configured
to releasable mate with said first strength loop type fasteners
and said second strength loop type fastener, said first strength
loop type fasteners having a holding strength greater than said
second strength loop type fasteners.

11. The medical gown of claim 10 wherein said second
strength loop type fasteners are formed by the material from
which said back side is made.
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